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Dear Mr Williams,
Water Resources Act 1991, as amended by the Water Act 2003 and the Environment Act 1995
Proposal to abstract  water at National Grid reference  SH 61320  66073
Thank you for your enquiry to abstract water from an unnamed tributary of the Afon Galedffrwd which we received in October 2010. 
In principle we do not have any objections to your proposal and are prepared to accept a formal application for a licence.   Having assessed your pre-application enquiry we would like to make you aware of the following points:
· Your application will require a Full abstraction licence and Impoundment licence and may require Flood Defence consents, see below.  
· Any abstraction licence issued will be subject to a self destruct clause stating that the licence shall cease to be of any effect if the abstraction it authorises has not commenced within three years of the date of issue of the licence.
· A Flood Defence consent will be required for works carried out at the channel intake and outflow. For any queries relating to the consenting process, the applicant should contact Iwan Huws, Development and Flood Risk Engineer on 01248 484027. iwan.huws@environment-agency.gov.uk.
· You should also be aware that in accordance with Para.5.3 of Technical Advice Note 15 (TAN15) Development and Flood Risk (July 2004), any planning application required in respect of your proposed scheme is likely to require a Flood Consequences Assessment (FCA).  The criteria for the FCA, which should normally be undertaken by a suitably qualified person carrying an appropriate professional indemnity, are given under Section 7 and Appendix 1 of TAN15.  However, prior to undertaking a FCA please contact Iwan Huws (as above) for additional advice and information on preparing a FCA which is appropriate to the scale and nature of the development.
· We strongly recommend that you contact Gwynedd Council’s Planning department as soon as possible to determine whether planning permission is required, and to discuss any potential issues. 
· If the scheme is built then the standard precautions around working in water and potential issues with discolouration and concreting works need to be followed to ensure no pollution occurs. Contact with the local environment Management Team  beforehand is advisable if this guidance is required during the construction stage. Contact Dylan Williams, EM Team Leader (Gwynedd) on 01248 484121. dylan.williams@environment-agency.gov.uk. 

· Any licence issued would be subject to a Hands off Flow (HoF) condition at Q95 all year. You have agreed to use our estimated Q95 0f 36 litres per second.  An abstraction of 50% of the flow above the Q95 will be recommended with an additional 20% abstraction during Dec-March inclusive.
· We recommend that the intake has a 3mm Coander screen and the outflow a 10mm screen to prevent fish entrainment. 
· Any in-stream engineering works may require a fish rescue. We request 2 weeks notice to visit the site and to assess requirements, prior to work taking place.  For further information please contact Julian Bray, Technical Fisheries on 01248 484085.
· Manual calibrated energy meter readings can be used to measure water abstracted.  As an alternative, this can be calculated using the number of kWhrs generated each day.
· Your formal application will not be valid unless you are able to provide proof that you have secured access rights for all aspects of this proposal including initial installation and long term maintenance.  Please provide signed copies of access agreements such as Heads of Terms agreements with the appropriate and clearly detailed maps.
· Any licence we issue to abstract water has a time limit.  The expiry date for this licence will be 31st March 2025.   If you want to abstract water after this date you must apply to replace the existing licence.
To make your formal application you can download the forms from our website at Environment Agency Hydropower.    You must fill in:

· WR 317
· WR 173
· WR 174 for a Full/Transfer abstraction licence 
· WR 175 for an Impoundment licence
· FD  004
Please also read:

· WR 318
· WR 176 Guidance notes, 

· FD 005

· Abstracting water – a guide to getting your license.

· Our Hydropower Good Practice Guidelines.  Please read these guidelines carefully and use the tick lists provided when making your application. 
You should send the completed WR forms and supporting information to the address at the bottom of this letter.
If your application is filled in properly, we will confirm in writing that we have received it and tell you when we will give you our decision on the proposal.  We have up to three months (four months if we need to advertise your proposal) to give you our decision, and can extend this period if you agree in writing.
If we decide the application needs to be advertised the applicant pays for the actual advertising costs and a £100 advertising administration fee. An advertising agent (Freshwater UK Ltd.) is contracted to place notices in local newspapers on our behalf. Please direct any specific queries about the advertising process to the Water Resources Permitting Support Centre on 08708 506 506. For further info see www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/consultations/65549.aspx on our website.
You will have to pay an application charge of £135 for your application for any licence. Based on your proposal, please enclose a cheque for £135 made payable to the Environment Agency.
There will be further charges made for Flood defence consents if necessary, which will be dealt with separately by the Flood Risk Engineer.

There will also be a further charge for a fish rescue, this will be dealt with separately by the Technical Fisheries Team.

We will not consider applications which are sent to us without the correct application charge.  We will not usually refund the application charge if we refuse your application or if you withdraw it. However, we will refund the application charge if we tell you to withdraw the application and send in a different one.
Any licence we issue to abstract water is likely to expire on 31st March 2025. This time limit is explained in the Llyn & Eryri Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS).  If you want to abstract water after this date you must apply for a new licence to replace the existing one. 

We never guarantee that we will issue a licence and our decision on your proposal is based on the information we have at the moment.  We cannot be held responsible for any subsequent changes in the law, or in the quality or availability of water, that could affect your proposal and any application you make in the future.  
Yours sincerely,
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Jacques Sisson
HEP Account Manager

Direct dial :
01248 484030
Direct e-mail : jacques.sisson@environment-agency.gov.uk
Permitting Support Centre, PO Box 4209, Sheffield, S9 9BS

Customer services line: 08708 506 506

E-mail: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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